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Sunday, May 9, 2010

P1O Contact:  Sergeant Tom Bruce
Phone No.: 714-229-6619
E-mail: tbruce@ci.cypress.ca.us

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

WEST COUNTY CERT GRADUATES

ANOTHER 55 COMMUNITY MEMBERS

On Saturday, May 8, 2010, West County Community Emergency Response Team
(C.E.R.T.) graduated another 55 community members in the first of two basic
C.E.R.T. academies held this year. Emergency services bureaus from six Orange
County cities comprise the West County C.E.R.T. group: Buena Park, Cypress, Los
Alamitos, La Palma, Seal Beach, and Westminster.

This latest basic C.E.R.T. academy provided community members with specialized
training in disaster preparation, search and rescue, fire prevention, medical
operations, terrorism awareness, critical incident stress debriefing, team organization,
and the incident command system. The academy consists of a 20-hour commitment
over the course of two weekends. For their final test, class members participated in a
large-scale terrorist attack exercise. With additional training, class members may
move on to the advanced C.E.R.T. program to become full members of West County
C.E.R.T.

West County C.E.R.T. members respond to a variety of call-outs both pre-planned
events and emergency incidents. They have responded to everything from assisting
on county-wide wild fires, flooding incidents, to traffic control during parades.
Recently West County C.E.R.T. was instrumental in assisting during a Point of
Distribution (POD) event during the H1IN1 flu virus.

Community members living or working within the West County C.E.R.T. jurisdictions
interested in attending the next C.E.R.T. academy (tentatively planned for fall 2010)
may visit www.westcountycert.com for more information or send an email to
westcountycert@yahoo.com. The academy fills up quickly and space is limited.
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Media inquires should be directed to Sergeant Tom Bruce at (714) 229-6619 or via email
at tbruce@ci.cypress.ca.us. Press releases are distributed via a mass notification email list
as well as being posted on our web site. Postings to the web site are sometimes delayed
due to weekend or after hour releases. If not already on the email roster, you can register
to receive the press releases by going to Press Release Registration. It is the goal of the
Cypress Police Department to provide prompt and accurate information to the public via
the multitude of media outlets.




