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Contact: Jennifer Baldwin, PSO
Phone No.: 714-229-6625
E-mail: ibaldwin@ci.cypress.ca.us

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Nature of Release: AlertOC Regional Test

Date/Time of Occurrence: September 24, 2015

Brief Narrative of Incident:

As part of National Preparedness Month, the City of Cypress on Sept. 24 will participate in
the largest-ever AlertOC mass notification test call, which will include more than 2.5
million residents and 25 agencies countywide.

e The AlertOC drill is intended to test the system by sending out a mass notification as it
would in a large-scale, multi-city emergency. Cypress residents, along with millions of
others in Orange County, will receive a call, email or text message.

e The exercise is also an attempt to urge residents to prepare for real-life emergencies
by registering their cell phone numbers and e-mail addresses at
cityofcypress.bbcportal.com. By subscribing, residents will receive vital and timely
information in the case of a city or county-wide emergency.

e National Preparedness month calls on the community to partner with the City of
Cypress to better protect their families and neighborhoods because a natural disaster
could happen at any time.

A flood could close roads to your neighborhood or an earthquake could render the street
impassable, all while you are away from home. In these instances, AlertOC is a critical
link for residents to immediately learn of the situation and what steps they might take to
stay safe.

“This is an excellent opportunity to test our emergency readiness,” said Cypress Mayor
Rob Johnson. “I am grateful our community has access to this technology, and |
encourage everyone to participate.”



For more information about AlertOC, visit bos.ocgov.com/alertoc/alertoc.asp .

To leave a message specific to the test in Cypress call 714 229-3389. Drivers are
reminded to be safe and use hands-free devices while talking on the phone and driving.
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Media inquiries should be directed to Sergeant Dean Pinvidic at (714) 229-6624 or via email at
dpinvidic@ci.cypress.ca.us. Press releases are distributed via a mass notification email list as well
as being posted on our web site and on the Cypress Police Department smartphone free application.
Postings to the web site are sometimes delayed due to weekend or after hour releases. If not already
on the email roster, you can register to receive the press releases by going to Press Release
Registration. Press releases are also posted on Nixle.com. To register for Nixle, please visit
www.nixle.com. You can also follow the Cypress Police Department on Twitter under
Cypress_PD_PIO. It is the goal of the Cypress Police Department to provide prompt and accurate
information to the public via the multitude of media outlets. Information can be anonymously
provided to Orange County Crime Stoppers at 1-855-TIP-OCSS (1-855-847-6227) or at
WWW.OcCcrimestoppers.org




